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treaties, which mostly we abused, an d i f you l oo k a t t h e
fact that we have granted retrocession to the Omaha Tribe,
if you come at zt from that direction, you a re p r o b a b l y
going to come to the c o nclusion that a sovere ign p eop l e
should be able to make up their own minds about certain
things to the extent that that is feasible to do so i n t h e
context of our present day society. If, on the other hand,
you ph i l o s o ph i c a l l y be l i e ve i n an a ss i m il at i oni s t po i nt of
view and that somehow total integration of this society,
whether they want it or not at this particular point in
time, whether they consider that good for themselves at this
particular point in time, is what i t i s a l l abou t . I f t h at
is your philosophic assumption, you will tend to come to the
opposite conclusion then. But I think that from a
d iscuss io n t od a y, you wil l le ar n enou g h f act s t o kn o w
whether you want to follow the one philosophy or the other.
I t h i n k you wi l l l e ar n enough facts and I think you will
feel comfortable making a decision. And if that is true,
then I suggest that you go ahead and talk about it today and
let's hear the question, let's hear the question.

PRESIDENT: S e n a t o r D eCamp, are you available to speak~

SENATOR DECAMP: Q uest o n .

PRESIDENT: T he qu est i o n h as b een ca l l e d f or . Th er e has
been discussion on either side . I wi l l pu t t h e que s t i o n t o
y ou. I do see f i v e h a n d s . All those in favor of ceasing
d ebate v o t e a y e , op po s e d v o t e na y . The q u e s t i o n i s , sh a l l
the debate cease? The Clerk will record the vote.

A SSISTANT CLER K : 30 ayes , 0 nay s t o ce ase debate ,
Mr. P r e s i d e n t .

PRESIDENT: The mot ion ca rries and t h e deb at e c l ose s .
S enator J o h n s o n .

SENATOR V . J OH N SON: Mr. President and members o f t h e
Legis l a t u r e , I am go i ng to do a ha r d t h i n g . I am g o i n g t o
ask for 30 votes to allow us to discuss an item of human
freedom. Se nator Beutler was absolutely correct when he
said that the only purpose behind t h i s r u l e su sp e n s i o n i s
the purpose of discussion a nd d i a l o gu e and d i sco u r s e and
conversation, and that is al l i t i s . Th at i s wh at we are
elected in part to do. We are elected in part to debate
i ssues an d t h en t o vote. But I can't d ebate this issue
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